Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys Stated Meeting
December 2, 2025
Zoom

PMV Mission Statement: “We are congregations who seek to be a collective expression of the Body of Christ joyfully participating in Christ’s on-going life and work.”

Call to Order 
Presbytery Moderator Sue Goebel (CRE, Cambria) called meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. with prayer and devotions.

Agenda/Establishing the Roll/Quorum                                
Stated Clerk Pamela Prouty (TE Windom) presented the agenda. PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve agenda. 
A quorum was present as indicated in the roll below.

PRESBYTERY VOTED to seat CRE Jared Jordan, Presbytery of South Dakota, CRE at Brown’s Valley as a corresponding member.
First time commissioners and guests were introduced
Brian Jones (TE, Spicer, Hope) introduced the new Presbytery Administrator Tina Halvorson and led the presbytery in prayer.
Doug Dent introduced new pastors CRE Jerod Jordan and the Rev. Tim Olsen and prayed over their ministry. They were each given the gift of the book Prayers of the Reformers.
	2025 Presbytery Attendance
	Mar 1
	Sep 6
	Dec 2

	Candace Adams
	X
	X
	X

	Aaron Alfred
	
	
	

	Karen Anderson-Dent
	
	
	X

	Jon Armajani
	
	
	

	SanDawna Ashley
	
	
	

	Robert Bartlett
	
	X
	X

	Kathy Blair
	
	
	

	Levi Bollerud
	
	
	

	Steven Boots
	
	
	

	Elaine Boyd
	X
	
	X

	Beverly Brock
	X
	
	X

	Beth Buckwalter-Miller
	X
	X
	X

	Jeffrey Bullock
	
	
	

	Chris Conlin
	
	
	

	Beverly Crute
	X
	
	X

	Andrew Davis
	X
	X
	X

	Sue DeNio
	
	
	

	Douglas Dent
	X
	
	X

	Jerry Dirks
	
	
	

	Robert Drake
	
	
	

	Daniel Duggan
	
	
	

	Mark Ford
	X
	X
	

	Thomas Gard
	
	
	

	Eric Garner
	
	
	X

	Cory Germain
	
	
	

	Edward Godshall
	
	
	

	Richard Harrison
	
	X
	

	Michael Hartwell
	X
	
	

	Rollin Haynes
	
	
	

	Sarah Hoogendoorn
	
	X
	

	Allen Jergenson
	
	X
	X

	Dwight Johnson
	
	
	

	Brian Jones
	
	X
	X

	Bob Kersten
	
	
	

	Randall Knuth
	X
	
	X

	Jeanne Kumbalek
	X
	X
	X

	Raymond Larson
	
	
	

	David Lick
	X
	X
	

	John Lindholm
	
	
	

	Robert Maharry
	
	
	

	Lynne Matthews
	
	X
	

	Laura Messer
	X
	
	X

	Ed Morgan
	
	
	

	Tony Oltmann
	
	
	

	Tim Olsen
	
	X
	X

	Don Ottenhoff
	
	
	

	Pamela Prouty
	X
	X
	X

	Scott Prouty
	
	X
	X

	Aaron Punt
	
	X
	

	Wayne Purintun
	
	
	

	Herbert Rotunda
	
	
	X

	Bonnie Sue Roys
	
	
	

	Michael Roys
	
	
	

	Patricia Schick
	
	
	

	Darin Seaman
	X
	
	X

	Galen Smith
	X
	X
	X

	Paul Snyder
	X
	
	

	Robert Springer
	
	
	

	Norma Spurgin
	
	
	

	Tim Sutton
	
	
	

	Penny Temple-Johnson
	
	
	X

	Leanne Thompson
	X
	X
	

	Scott Thompson
	
	X
	X

	Elizabeth Tot
	
	
	

	Anne Veldhuisen
	
	X
	X

	Tom Voigt
	
	X
	

	Steve Voris
	X
	X
	X

	Barbara Whipple
	
	
	

	Anna Williamson
	X
	X
	X

	Commissioned Ruling Elders
	
	
	

	Jill Emery
	X
	
	X

	Sue Goebel
	X
	X
	X

	Deb Klaassen
	
	X
	

	Velda Maine
	
	
	X

	Dennis Peterson
	
	
	X

	Kathy Terpstra
	X
	X
	X

	By Virtue of Office
	
	
	

	COL – Andy Davis
	X
	X
	X

	COL – Louella Voigt
	
	X
	X

	CPL – Leanne Thompson
	X
	X
	

	COO – Patty Brandts
	X
	X
	X

	COO – Brian Jones
	
	X
	X

	Representation – Andy Davis
	X
	X
	X

	PW Moderator – Gloria Rust
	
	
	

	Co-Moderator – Douglas Dent
	X
	
	X

	Co-Moderator – Sue Goebel
	X
	X
	X

	Vice Mod – Bill Stegemann
	X
	X
	X

	Past Mod – Leanne Thompson
	X
	X
	




Ruling Elder Commissioners
Amboy – Debi Larson
Ashby – Janet Larson
Baxter – Budd McCulloch 
Beaver Creek – EXCUSE 
Blue Earth – Cindy Peterson
Brewster – EXCUSE 
Browns Valley – EXCUSE 
Cambria – Ronelva Dauer 
Canby – EXCUSE 
Crosslake – EXCUSE 
Dawson – Stan Menning 
Doran – EXCUSE 
Edgerton – EXCUSE
Ellsworth – EXCUSE 
Fergus Falls – EXCUSE 
Foley – David Henry
Fulda – EXCUSE 
Iona – EXCUSE
Kasota – EXCUSE 
Lake Crystal – Melanie Miller
Lismore – EXCUSE 
Litchfield – EXCUSE 
Luverne – Evan Verbrugge 
Madelia – EXCUSE
Maine – EXCUSE 
Mankato – EXCUSE 
Marshall – EXCUSE 
Maynard – EXCUSE 
Milroy – EXCUSE 
Mountain Lake – EXCUSE 
Osakis – Keven Withers 
Pipestone – EXCUSE 
Randall – Terry Coffin
Redwood Falls – Sonya Alexander 
Renville – Carol Beekman 
Round Lake – Lori Morrison 
Rushmore – Joyce Jacobs
Russell – EXCUSE 
Saint Cloud – Bobbie Lampi
Saint James – Patty Brandts 
Saint Peter – EXCUSE
Silver Lake – Laure Pieper 
Slayton – EXCUSE
Spicer Harrison – Lori Klose 
Spicer Hope – Alisa Taatjes 
Willmar – Betty Knutson 
Windom – EXCUSE 
Winnebago – Colette Meidinger 
Worthington – EXCUSE

Visitors
Karen Lange, Presbytery staff
Tina Halvorson, Presbytery staff
Tammy Douglas, Willmar
Tim Beekman, Renville
Adrienne Peterson, Renville
Ken Carroll, Saint Cloud




Consent Agenda (Attachment A)
The Consent Agenda was presented by the Stated Clerk. PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve the Consent Agenda.
Stated Clerk Report (Attachment A)
The Stated Clerk Pamela Prouty talked about the General Assembly annual statistic report. Also, she shared that her term as president of the Association of Stated Clerks has ended; she will now serve for two years as the past president.
Executive Presbyter Report (Attachment B)
Executive Presbyter Beth Buckwalter-Miller (TE) shared what she has been doing since the last presbytery meeting.
Commission on Operations Report (Attachment F)
Chair Patty Brandts (RE, St. James) presented the proposed 2026 Presbytery budget. She shared the proposed budget includes a two-year additional commitment for The Compassionate Way  of $30,000 a year for May 2026 and 2027. PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve this request, the poll vote was 48 yes and 1 no.
Then she presented a pledge from the Presbytery to Clearwater Forest capitol campaign over three years. The pledge would be $50,000 for year one and $25,000 for years two and three. PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve this request; the poll vote was  47 yes and 1 no.
The 2026 budget was then presented. Patty explained that some of the budget line items under the Commission on Leadership were combined in budget line item 7320. Presbytery Life, Youth Coordinator and Occidente Presbytery budget line items were eliminated. In 2025 the Presbytery membership declined by 185 members. There was no change in the Synod per capita, we no longer rent space in Willmar, this all resulted in a net reduction of about $70,000. PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve the 2026 budget; the poll vote was 48 yes and 1 no.
Presbytery co-moderator Sue Goebel (RE, Cambria) turned the gavel over to Vice-Moderator Bill Stegemann (RE, Luverne).
Mod Squad Commission (Attachment E)
Presbytery co-moderator Doug Dent (TE Fergus Falls) brought forth the nomination of Roni Dauer (RE, Cambria) to serve her first term (2028) on COR and Nick Sonetsby (RE, St. Peter) to serve his second term (2028).
PRESBYTERY VOTED to approve the changes to the Presbytery Operating Procedures. The poll vote was 45/1
Committee on Representation (Attachment G)
Chair Andy Davis (TE, St. Peter) brought forth the slate of commission members and Presbytery officers. The floor was open to nominations. PRESBYTERY VOTED to cease nominations and nominate the slate as presented.
Mission Trip Report
Bev Brock (TE, Foley) gave a report about a recent Presbytery Mission Trip to North Carolina to help with rebuilding from a hurricane. People from the St. Cloud and Foley church went on this trip. They helped to do some clean up and repair.
There were no Speak Out and announcements.
Installation of Vice Moderator
Presbytery co-moderator Doug Dent (TE, Fergus Falls) led an installation service for vice-moderator Laura Messer (TE, Silver Lake)
No new business was present.
PRESBYTERY VOTED to adjourn
The next Presbytery meeting will be March 7, 2026, at the First Presbyterian Church, Amboy, MN.
Respectfully submitted,

Pamela R. Prouty
Stated Clerk

Attachment A
CONSENT AGENDA FOR THE
PRESBYTERY OF MINNESOTA VALLEYS
December 2, 2025

1. Approve the minutes from the Stated Meeting September 6, 2025
2. Receive the Stated Clerk’s Report (Attachment A)
3. Receive the Executive Presbyter’s report (Attachment B)
4. Receive Administrative Commission reports from Brooten (Attachment A)
5. Receive the Commission on Presbytery Leadership (Attachment C)
6. Receive the Commission on Presbytery Operations report (Attachment F)
7. Receive the Mod Squad (Presbytery Moderators) Commission Report (Attachment E)
8. Receive the Session Records Report (Attachment D)

Stated Clerk’s Report
To the Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys
December 6, 2025
1. Since the September Presbytery meeting, I have attended the Mid Council Leader Gathering in Louisville, KY, a Thrive event in Pittsburgh, PA, led Association of Stated Clerks meetings, Commission on Leadership meetings, a Presbytery Leader meeting, Presbytery staff meetings, attended Presbytery planning meetings, prepared for this meeting, and answered questions, reviewed documents and more.
2. Information about the Annual General Assembly Statistics has been emailed to all Clerks of Session and Moderators.
3. The Session Records Report is attached. The receipt of this report will happen with the Consent Agenda.


Brooten Administrative Commission Report

This Administrative Commission has not met; the work which needs to be completed is the disposition of the church cemetery. We have researched many options to no avail. We are seeking to find an attorney to discuss our options.


Attachment B
Executive Presbyter Report
Rev. Beth Buckwalter-Miller
December 2, 2025, Presbytery Meeting

Church Visits:  Since our Presbytery last met on September 6th in Luverne I have visited the following churches:  Ashby, Maine, Crosslake, Baxter, Litchfield, Redwood Falls, Cambria, and Fergus Falls.
Meetings of our Commissions:  I continue to attend our meetings of Presbytery commissions, either in person or on zoom.
EP Forum:  I continue to participate in a monthly zoom EP forum, hosted by our Synod Executive, Elona Street-Stewart.
MN Council of Churches:  I continue to serve on the Board for the Minnesota Council of Churches. Extra board meetings have been called to address funding issues with the loss of refugee resettlement funds.
Pastor Support:  We have several pastors nearing retirement or addressing health needs. I provide pastoral care to our pastors as needed.
Isaiah – Lighthouse Ministries – The Palm Sunday Path:  I have been invited by some of our pastors to participate in this unique ministry for the faith community that helps us stand together for our Matthew 25 values of healing the sick, feeding the hungry, and welcoming the stranger. We stand for telling the truth and honoring the dignity and worth of every child of God. Rev. Andy Davis, Rev. Laura Messer, and I hosted a Lunch & Learn for the Presbytery on this topic.
Lunch & Learn:  I will be hosting our next Lunch & Learn on Thursday November 20th at noon featuring a guest from the VA hospital who will talk about suicide prevention. You can find details and the zoom link in the Valley Bridge.
Mid Council Leaders Gathering in Louisville:  As I write this report I am scheduled to attend this gathering November 9-12. 
Final farewell to Karen Lange and welcoming Tina Halvorson:  It is with great gratitude for her ministry in our midst that I say goodbye to Karen who has served as our faithful administrator for over two decades. It is with joy that I welcome Tina Halvorson as our new administrator. Karen has been training Tina, and when Karen departs Tina will take over as our full-time administrator. She is a delight, and I am confident that she will not only do great work for us, but you will enjoy getting to know her!


Attachment C
Commission on Leadership Report
to the
Presbytery of Minnesota Valleys
December 2, 2025

Action taken at the October 2, 2025, meeting
COL VOTED to approve the Co-chair actions as follows:
1. [bookmark: _Hlk205450837]Co-chair Actions
a. Granted permission to Ruling Elder Kathy Knips to serve communion at First Presbyterian Church, Brewster and Round Lake and Westminster Presbyterian Church, Worthington on November 2 and December 7, 2025.
b. Granted permission to Ruling Elder Gloria VandeBrake to serve communion at the Randall Presbyterian Church on January 4, 2026.
c. Granted permission to Ruling Elder Ellen Germain to serve communion at the First Presbyterian Church, Blue Earth from November 1, 2025-October 30, 2026.
d. Granted permission to Ruling Elder LeRoy Ennenga to moderate a congregational meeting for Worthington, Brewster, Round Lake on October 12, 2025.
e. Appoint the Rev. Tom Voigt and Ruling Elder Kathy Knips to be co-moderators for Worthington, Brewster, Round Lake starting on October 6, 2025
2. Reports
Received the six-month check-in report from the Winnebago church and CRE Jill Emery
3. COL VOTED to add the Rev. John Hanna from Milford, IA and the Rev. Tim Olsen from Luverne, MN to the pulpit supply list; all the background checks have been cleared.
Actions taken at the November 6, 2025, meeting
1. COL VOTED to approve the following co-chair actions:
a. Authorized Ruling Elder Keven Withers to moderate Congregational Meeting to elect officers at the Osakis Presbyterian Church on November 19, 2025
b. Authorized Ruling Elder Ellen Germain to moderate a Congregational Meeting to elect officers on December 7, 2025, and the February 1, 2026, annual meeting at the Blue Earth Presbyterian Church
c. Appointed the Rev. Anna Williamson to serve as moderator at the Redwood Falls church starting February 1, 2026.

2. COL VOTED to approve the call for the Rev. Scott Prouty with the First Presbyterian Church, Brewster, First Presbyterian Church, Round Lake and Westminster Presbyterian Church, Worthington, MN. The start date is February 1, 2026, and Scott will serve as moderator starting February 1, 2026. Background checks were completed. The terms of call are as follows:
Salary			$62,670.05
Housing allowance	$5,000.00
Full use of the Manse

Reimbursable Expenses
Travel Allowance		$5,000.00
Professional Allowance	$5,400.00
SECA Supplement		$6,729.95
Continuing Education		$2,000.00 (cumulative to three years)
Utilities			$5,000.00
Moving expenses paid in full.

Board of Pensions medical, pension and death and disability benefit coverage for pastor, spouse, and family. Two weeks continuing education (cumulative to three years), Five weeks’ vacation including five Sundays, 12 weeks paid family medical leave (G-2.0804). In the seventh year of service, the congregation may provide for a three-month Clergy Renewal/Sabbatical Leaving continuing the salary and benefits for that period and providing for pulpit supply in the pastor’s absence.


	Session Records Report to Presbytery
December 2, 2025

	City/Church Name
	With No
Exceptions
	With Noted
Exceptions
	Not Read

	Amboy, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Ashby, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Baxter, Lakes Area Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Beaver Creek, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Blue Earth, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Brewster, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Browns Valley, United Methodist-Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Cambria, Cambria Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Canby, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Crosslake, Crosslake Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Dawson, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Doran, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Edgerton, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Ellsworth, Zion Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Fergus Falls, Federated
	X
	
	

	Foley, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Fulda, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Iona, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Kasota, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Lake Crystal, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Lismore, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Litchfield, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Luverne, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Madelia, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Mankato, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Marshall, Christ United Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Maynard, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Milroy, Ashford Presbyterian
	
	
	X





	City/Church Name
	With No
Exceptions
	With Noted
Exceptions
	Not Read

	Mountain Lake, First Presbyterian 
	X
	
	

	Osakis, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Pipestone, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Randall, Randall Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Redwood Falls, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Renville, Ebenezer Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Round Lake, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Rushmore, Emmanuel First United Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Russell, Grace First Parish
	
	
	X

	Saint Cloud, First Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Saint James, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Saint Peter, Union Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Silver Lake, Faith Presbyterian
	
	
	X

	Slayton, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Spicer, Harrison Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Spicer, Hope Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Underwood, Maine Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Willmar, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Windom, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Winnebago, First Presbyterian
	X
	
	

	Worthington, Westminster Presbyterian
	X
	
	





Attachment E
Mod Squad Report to the
Presbytery of MN Valleys
December 2, 2025

1. We recommend Ruling Elder Roni Dauer, Cambria to serve a three-year term on the Committee on Representation (2028).

2. We recommend the following changes to the Presbytery Operating Procedures:
Rationale to dissolve the Committee on Presbytery Life - Presbytery Life has had difficulty making a quorum because committee members have not been present at meetings even trying various meeting times.
Current Responsibilities found in Operating Procedures: Article V, G-1.
1. Committee on Presbytery Life
Members: The nine at large members of the Committee on Presbytery Life elected by the presbytery can be teaching elders or any member of a church. The Executive Presbyter and the stated clerk shall serve as ex-officio members. 
Purpose: The Commission on Presbytery Life will:
a. Promote, encourage, and enable congregational participation in, and support of, Presbyterian mission, social justice concerns,  and peacemaking initiatives, including but not limited to the presbytery’s current mission connections:
i. Presbyterian Clearwater Forest
ii. Lakeshore Center at Okoboji
iii. New Worshipping Communities
b. Develop presbytery-sponsored events – both regionally and presbytery-wide – to enrich the lives and enhance the ministries of our congregations
c. Nominate members to serve on the Committee on Representation
d. Encourage, equip, connect and Challenge congregations in the development of new collaborative mission and ministry initiatives.
Below are the proposed changes:
Add to Commission on Operations:
Support the relationship with the Presbyterian Clearwater Forest Camp and Conference Center and Lakeshore Center.
Add to Commission on Leadership:
Support the leaders of New Worshipping Communities
Add to Commission on Mod Squad:
Nominate members to serve on the Committee on Representation
Appoint Triennium registrar and task force.
The other change is changing the name of the Leadership Team to Presbytery Chair Team because the previous title was confusing and adding visioning for the presbytery to their duties.
Leadership Presbytery Chair Team
Members: This Team consists of the chairs of each Presbytery commission and committee (except for the PJC). Also, the Mod Squad, the Executive Presbyter and Stated Clerk.

a. Purpose: For communication amongst Presbytery commissions and visioning for the presbytery. 
The Executive Presbyter convenes this Team on the months when there is not a Presbytery meeting.


Attachment F


Attachment G
