FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF FOLEY
Rev. Beverly Brock, pastor
10:30 a.m. Service

September 24, 2023	   							    Proper #20                     


Welcome & Announcements
The Passing of the Peace of Christ
Preparing Our Hearts – Introit
  (*) = Those who are able may stand.
 
*Call to Worship (Psalm 105:1-3)
One: O give thanks to the LORD.
All: Call on his name, make known his deeds among the peoples.
One: Sing to God, sing praises to the Lord; 
All: Tell of all God’s wonderful works.
One: Glory in his holy name; 
All: Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.

Hymn #420		     “God of Grace and God of Glory”
God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy power;
Crown thine ancient church’s story; bring its bud to glorious flower.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the facing of this hour, for the facing of this hour.

Lo! The hosts of evil round us scorn thy Christ, assail his ways!
From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
For the living of these days, for the living of these days.
Cure thy children’s warring madness, bend our pride to thy control.
Shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage.
Lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal.

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore.
Let the gift of thy salvation be our glory evermore.
Grant us wisdom, grant us courage,
Serving thee whom we adore, serving thee whom we adore.

Children’s Time

Prayers of the People 
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors.  And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.

Giving Back to God
Giving of Tithes and Offerings
Offertory 
*Doxology
Prayer 
Scripture Reading: 2 Kings 5: 1-15
Naaman, commander of the army of the king of Aram, was a great man and in high favour with his master, because by him the LORD had given victory to Aram. The man, though a mighty warrior, suffered from leprosy.[a] Now the Arameans on one of their raids had taken a young girl captive from the land of Israel, and she served Naaman’s wife. She said to her mistress, ‘If only my lord were with the prophet who is in Samaria! He would cure him of his leprosy.’[b] So Naaman[c] went in and told his lord just what the girl from the land of Israel had said. And the king of Aram said, ‘Go then, and I will send along a letter to the king of Israel.’
He went, taking with him ten talents of silver, six thousand shekels of gold, and ten sets of garments. He brought the letter to the king of Israel, which read, ‘When this letter reaches you, know that I have sent to you my servant Naaman, that you may cure him of his leprosy.’[d] When the king of Israel read the letter, he tore his clothes and said, ‘Am I God, to give death or life, that this man sends word to me to cure a man of his leprosy?[e] Just look and see how he is trying to pick a quarrel with me.’
But when Elisha the man of God heard that the king of Israel had torn his clothes, he sent a message to the king, ‘Why have you torn your clothes? Let him come to me, that he may learn that there is a prophet in Israel.’ So Naaman came with his horses and chariots, and halted at the entrance of Elisha’s house. Elisha sent a messenger to him, saying, ‘Go, wash in the Jordan seven times, and your flesh shall be restored and you shall be clean.’ But Naaman became angry and went away, saying, ‘I thought that for me he would surely come out, and stand and call on the name of the LORD his God, and would wave his hand over the spot, and cure the leprosy![f] Are not Abana[g] and Pharpar, the rivers of Damascus, better than all the waters of Israel? Could I not wash in them, and be clean?’ He turned and went away in a rage. But his servants approached and said to him, ‘Father, if the prophet had commanded you to do something difficult, would you not have done it? How much more, when all he said to you was, “Wash, and be clean”?’ So he went down and immersed himself seven times in the Jordan, according to the word of the man of God; his flesh was restored like the flesh of a young boy, and he was clean.
Then he returned to the man of God, he and all his company; he came and stood before him and said, ‘Now I know that there is no God in all the earth except in Israel

Sermon

Hymn #343		“Called As Partners in Christ’s Service”

Called as partners in Christ’s service, called to ministries of grace.
We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, side by side and friend with friend.
Equal partners in our caring to fulfill God’s chosen end.

Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring, Christ’s clear call to work and worth.
Let us follow, never faltering, reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, all God’s people, young and old.
Blending human skills together gracious gifts from God unfold.

Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global sense.
Help us bear each other’s burdens, breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision, words of challenge, said with care.
Bring new power and strength for action, make us colleagues, free and fair.

So God grant us for tomorrow ways to order human life.
That surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase.
Messengers of faith, thus giving hope and confidence and peace.
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*Benediction
Hymn 			The Lord Bless You
The Lord bless you and the Lord keep you.
Wherever you go, whatever you do, the Lord be with you.

The Lord make His face shine on you, and the Lord be gracious unto you.
Wherever you go, whatever you do, the Lord be with you.

The Lord lift His countenance on you, and the Lord give you peace.
Wherever you go, whatever you do, the Lord be with you. Amen.

Postlude

